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Background

• Health equity is an important focus of medical research

• Community-engaged research addresses health disparities by involving stakeholders (e.g., 
community members, practitioners, organizations etc.) throughout the research process

Question development Dissemination

Research Question

Is community engagement reported in health equity-
focused publications in high-impact medical journals?



Health Equity

P Place of residence

R Race/Ethnicity/culture/language

O Occupation

G Gender/sex

R Religion

E Education

S Socioeconomic status

S Social capital

PLUS Characteristics associated with discrimination

O'Neill J, Tabish H, Welch V, Petticrew M, Pottie K, Clarke M, Evans T, Pardo Pardo J, Waters E, White H, Tugwell P. Applying an equity lens to interventions: using 
PROGRESS ensures consideration of socially stratifying factors to illuminate inequities in health. Journal of Clinical Epidemiology. 2014, 67 (1), pg. 56-
64. doi:10.1016/j.jclinepi.2013.08.005

http://www.jclinepi.com/article/S0895-4356(13)00334-X/abstract
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Community-Engaged Research

• Incorporates community-academic partnerships with the aim of addressing health equity 

• Recognized as a principle in the ethical conduct of human research

• Exists on a continuum

Stages of the Research Process

• Study design 

• Study implementation 

• Data analysis 

• Acknowledgement/authorship 



Journal Selection

• Top 3 highest-impact general medical journals

• Also included all affiliated subspecialty journals



Search Strategy

Bibliometric Search
MEDLINE

Manual Screen
PROGRESS-PLUS

Community Engagement 
Assessment



Inclusion Criteria

• Original research

• JAMA Network, NEJM Group, or The Lancet Group journals 

• Primary objective aligned with PROGRESS-PLUS topic

• Unavoidable or unjust health difference

• January 1, 2021 to September 22, 2022



Results



Search Results

Records identified from MEDLINE 

(n = 7972)
Duplicate records removed 

(n = 359)

Records excluded

(n = 6676 )

Articles assessed for eligibility

(n = 940)

Reports excluded:

Not equity focused (n = 248)

Brief report or not original 

research (n = 66)

Studies included in review

(n = 626)
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Study Characteristics
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Study Characteristics
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Community Engagement

Is community engagement being used in equity-focused 
research?

• 15.8% (n=99) articles reported community engagement at 

any stage

• 1.6% (n=10) reported at all stages



Community Engagement by Research Stage
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Examples of Reported Engagement



Community Engagement at All Stages

Characteristics of articles that included Community Engagement at all stages:

• Study Design 
• Qualitative: 50.0% (n= 5) 
• Cross-sectional: 2.0%% (n= 2)

• Health Equity Topic 
• Race/ethnicity/culture/language: 50.0% (n= 5) 
• Other: 3.0% (n= 3) 

• 60.0% (n=6) focused on adult populations



Conclusion

• There is a lack of community engagement being reported in health equity-focused 
research 

• Among articles that did report community engagement, quality of the engagement 
varied significantly

• Need for standardized reporting of community engagement in equity-focused 
research



Conclusion

Barriers to Community Engagement

Engagement

• Ethics 

• Cost/Funding 

• Guidance

• Time



www.leongcentre.utoronto.ca @LeongCentreleong.centre@sickkids.ca

Stay in Touch

Study authors: Janavi Shetty (Presenter), Priscilla Medeiros (Author), Luiza Lamaj (Author), 

Susitha Wanigaratne (Author), Astrid Guttmann (Author), and Eyal Cohen(Author). 

• Dedicated to catalyzing research that advances health equity for 

children and their families

• Community Engagement Series: presenters focus on innovative 
community-engaged research projects and methods

• Drop-in consultations: support for our members in their 
community-engaged and knowledge mobilization needs

• Trainee Hub: a new initiative to learn about the foundations, ethical 
dimensions, and planning for community-engaged research

• Online resource library

• Community advisory committee in progress

http://www.leongcentre.utoronto.ca/
mailto:leong.centre@sickkids.ca

	Slide 1: Community engagement in health equity-focused research published in high-impact medical journals 
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19

